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Celebrating Chinese New Year

1 Peter 4:2; PastorPaulWang; 2/5/2005; CCC

1009 years ago, there was a poet named Wang Ann Shih(1021~1086) who wrote a poem
about Chinese New Year:

“A year has passed in the firecracker sound, the wind of Spring brings the heat to Tu Su
wine.

Under the sun that thousands and millions of families, change the old scrolls with the
new ones.”

Chinese New Year is a transition to welcome the new thing and get rid of the old stuff.
Actually nobody knows what is “Nien”. No one had seen it, but knew it was a monster. It
was more violent than tiger and lion. People said that this kind of monster had a big appetite.
After eating an elephant, it would still come out to eat people. This cause people felt in
danger and live without peace.

Later, people found out that Nien was scared of 3 things: 1. red color 2. flame 3. loud
sound. Therefore, when New Year comes, people like to write Spring Festival couplets.
Why? Because the paper is in red color. What else? Set firecracker and light torch. All these
would scared away Nien. People realized :Nien” was not so scary. So people celebrate New
Year and scared away “Nien” at the same time. Later on, celebrate New Year became a
joyful holiday. Little by little, it is related to time.

1 Peter 4:2 “As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human

desires, but rather for the will of God..”



What Peter implied during Chinese New Year is that we need to have an obeyed heart
to God, only follow His will.

Every nationality has its own customs to celebrate New Year. They involve lots of
things belong to the world. For example: wasting money and time. It is not under God’s will.

Hope we can pass the old year with God’s mercy and stay away from flesh and blood.
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